Good Soil

Greetings from the Leaf Pile capital of the
world!

This past week I finally was able to
finish up the arduous task of picking up
what felt like 78 million leaves in my yard.
Between my house and my neighbors,
there are three huge trees that are on my
plot of land. Often I find myselfworrying
about the effect it has on his
yard and how much work it
will cause them, so almost
every day I’'m blowing leaves
from my trees out of their
yard, in hopes they won’t
have to.

Now I have freedom
from leaves, for another
year....Sigh.

During this year’s
hauling my oldest son, Nixon, helped me
bring most of them to the backyard where
there are woods. We have come up with a
system of dragging them on a large tarp
and depositing them there. He said
something that warmed my heart, “Dad,
won’t these leaves going into the woods
just pile up and make it hard for our other
neighbor to deal with?”

Thinking of a way to answer, I did
some research on what happens to the
leaves that are left. These dead leaves may
seem a worthless nuisance, but in reality
they protect and feed the forest! Litter is
often thought as being worthless trash,
but leaflitter is unexpectedly valuable! In
fact, forest ecologists use leaf litter as a
measure of productivity. Why the lesson
on ecology? Where am I going with this?

Most of us want to put the past behind
us, we don’t want to think of our failures,
we don’t want to think about the things
that didn’t work out. Like the leaves

falling off the tree, they may be dead but
the tree is very much alive.

Pondering this, I thought, why don’t I
look at the leaves falling off the trees as the
issues and problems of life?

There will be new issues every season,
just like there are new leaves every Spring.
When the old issues of life eventually die
off, there will be new ones that will bud. If
we take this line of thinking and apply it to

our own lives and the issues
of our life, then the “leaves”
that “litter” our life (our
problems and issues) are
actually valuable! We don’t
just sweep them away and go
onto the next season, no, we
use what we learned about
ourselves and especially what
we learned about God!
Hebrews 13:8 tells us
that Jesus Christ is the same yesterday,
and today, and forever. Do you hear
that?!? He is the same yesterday, today
and tomorrow: that means if He was with
me through all those previous tough
times, then He will be with me in the
future ones. This is our leaf litter, our
“issues of life,” becoming valuable to us!
Most wisdom comes from previous
experience!

‘We want to be wise, but do we still
“want to be wise” when we fully
understand how we get there?

Like a senior boxer that has twenty
plus fights under his belt, his experience
has given him the understanding of every
circumstance in the ring, but how did he
get there? By taking a lot of punches! The
leaflitter or our previous experiences in
our lives are not junk, it’s not to be thrown
away. Itis to be used to enrich our own
life’s soil for our future decisions and
attitudes.
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| long to Put the cxpcricncc

of ﬁ]c’cg years

at once into your young lives,

to gjive you at once

the kcg to that treasure chamber
every gem of which has cost me
tears and strugglcs and prayers,
but you must work

for these inward treasures

3OUFSC!VCS.

Harriet Beecher Stowe

For the seed to achieve its
greatest exPression,

it must come comPletclg undone.
The shell cracl(s,

its insides come out,

and evergtlﬁing clﬂanges.

To someone who

doesn’t understand growtl'l,

it would look like

a comple’ce destruction.
ant[’)ia Occelli

In University, we are taught
lessons and then take a test.
In Life we are Pu’c througlﬂ tests,

From WI’ﬁCI’] we leam ICSSOI’TS.

Life has a way
of broadsicling us
with lessons that we need to learn

but would rather avoid.
CraigGroesc]'lc]

Light tomorrow with toclag.
Elizabeth Barrett Browning

Grag skies

arcjust clouds Passing over.
Duke E”ington



The right mindset / heartset ...

Did you catch that: I said
“attitudes.” Our attitudes towards
people and our current situation is half
of our battle. The right mindset/
heartset can set us up for success each

and every time!

We getto choose
what type of
Christian we are.
Will we be a
Christian that is
grateful and content
in every
circumstance, or
worried and always
anxious about what’s
next?

In Luke
17:11-19 we read
that Jesus heals ten
lepers. From a
distance they
shouted to Jesus,
“Master, have mercy
onus!” Jesus gave
them instructions,
“Go, show yourself
to the priests.” As
they were obedient,
they were healed.

But only one out
of the ten came back
and worshiped at His

feet, thanking Him over and over again.

Those issues that we fought so hard
over, where we were battered and bruised
and beaten, where tears were shed, and
dreams destroyed, let us learn from them so
that we don’t have to repeat them again!

As followers of Christ we have more to

Therefore humble
gourselves under the
migi'itg hand of God
[set aside self-
righteous Pride],
so that He may exalt you
[toa Piace of honor
in His service]
at the aPProPriatc time,
casting all your cares
[all your anxieties,
all your worries,
and all your concerns,
once and for all]
on Him, for He cares
about you
[with cieepest affection,
and watches over you

very carcFu”g].

1 Peter 5:7 AMP

Jesus spoke out, “Were not ten

cleansed? Where are the nine? Was no Aaron
one found to return and give praise to

God except this foreigner?” And He

said to him, “Rise and go your way;

be thankful for than anyone
else! We are thankful
because our confidence in
our future in the Heavenly
realm is solidified. We are
children of the most high
God! We are thankful
because He is good!

I encourage you to
continue to move forward in
this last bit of 2023 with
confidence in Christin you,
with Holy Spirit leading you,
and Father God providing for
you. Your past is not to be
thrown away but rather
turned into good soil.

We had a very busy week
in preparation for
Thanksgiving at Harvest
House - pray for us, that lives
were touched and people will
draw nearer to God!

Thank you for reading my
heart today,
I'love you, this ministry loves

you, I'll speak with you again soon,

your faith has made you well.”

This is where this Commentary
message comes together: our attitude
of thanks can determine what our future
develops into!

If we embrace the failures and learn
from them (if we choose to intentionally
learn from them), they become
enriched soil, enriched life, wisdom
filled life!

When cverg’ching seems

to be going against you,
remember that the airplanc
takes off against the wind,

not with it.
chry Ford

You do not need to know
Prcciselg what is happenirig,

or exactlg where it is all going,
What you need

is to recognize the Possibilities
and cl'ia”cnges

offered by the Present moment,
and to embrace them

with courage, icai’cl'i, and hope.

Thomas Merton

hcgou're going ’chrough he”,
keep going,

Winston Churchill

Ti‘iough there is

nothing more Aangerous,

yet there is nothing more orciinarg,
than for weak saints

to make their sense and Fceling
tiiejuclge of their condition.

We must strive to walk bg faith.

Thomas Brooks

Life doesn't get easier
or more Forgiving,

we get stronger and more resilient.
Steve Maraboli

Do not fear the comqict,
and do not flee from it;
where there is no s’crugg[e,

there is no virtue.
John of Kronstadt

The struggles aiong the way
are on]y meant to shapc you

FOI" HOUF PUTPOSC.
Chadwick Boseman



